












ACCCRN City Cases by Country: Thailand

CHIANG RAI
A small town located in north Thailand in the Lower Mekong
Delta, Chiang Rai is considered the gateway to Myanmar, Lao
PDR, China, and Vietnam. The city has strong rural linkages and

enjoys a relatively high profile for
its size due to its tourism econ-
omy. As the trade corridors to
Burma and China expand,
Chiang Rai will experience rapid
growth. The city suffers from
serious water pollution, increasing air pollution, and
has experienced severe landslides.

Chiang Rai’s government has expressed enthusiasm
for the ACCCRN process and is actively engaged with
the project. 

HAT YAI
Hat Yai is an urbanized, major center in the south of Thailand. It
has a strong tourism economy for mostly sub-regional tourists, a
diverse ethnic composition, and serves as the country’s gateway to
Singapore and Malaysia. 

The surrounding suburbs have a relatively high number of vulnera-
ble, poor people. Water pollution affects the Utaphao River, which
runs with limited drainage through the city in concrete channels.
Floods have been the city’s most significant hazard in recent years,
with experiences of severe flooding
in 2000. While much has already
been done to address this hazard,
the experience may provide a good
platform of engaged institutions for
broadening the work on climate
resilience. 

City Characteristics

Population: 36,400

Primary Economic Activity: Tourism

Climate: Tropical hot and humid cli-
mate all year round, with the hot
season lasting form March to May
and rainy season lasting from June
to October. 
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City Characteristics

Population: 157,700

Primary Economic Activity: 
Commerce and tourism

Climate: Hot and humid tropical
climate year round, receiving much
of its annual rainfall during the rainy
season lasting approximately from
August to December.
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NATIONAL PARTNERS MAY INCLUDE: 

• National Municipal League of Thailand
(NMLT)

• Department of Public Works and Town
and Country Planning (DPWTCP)

• Thailand Greenhouse Gas Management
Organisation (TGO)

• Department of Disaster Preparedness 
and Mitigation (DDPM)

• Department of Local Administration 
(DLA)

• Office of Natural Resources and 
Environmental Policy and Planning 
(ONEP)

• The Southeast Asia director of Systems
for Analysis Research and Training.

POTENTIAL CITY STAKEHOLDERS
IN EACH CITY:

• City mayor or deputy mayor

• City clerk or deputy

• Chair of the Provincial Municipal League

• Provincial Department of Disaster 
Prevention and Mitigation

• Community leaders in affected areas

• Representatives of community-based 
networks in affected areas

• Existing local government networks

• Provincial Administrative Organisations
(PAO)

• Tambon Administrative Organisations
(TAO)

• University, technical college, research 
institutions

• Business / private sector

• Civil society organizations

Key Lessons and Challenges
Though still in its early stages, the ACCCRN process in Thailand
has already identified a series of common challenges facing Thai
cities. These insights suggest that cities will require: 

� Greater local government transparency to provide a
clear vision, mission, strategic planning, and action plans. 

� Technology and knowledge sharing and transfer on 
climate-related issues. This will require participatory 
management on the part of local governments and 
community stakeholders, especially the most poor and 
vulnerable groups, to strengthen relationships and 
linkages between municipalities, NGOs, academics, and
with other cities.

� Transboundary agreements and collaboration, 
especially to address issues that originate outside of the 
municipality or even outside the country (i.e. smoke and air
pollution from open burning of crops and forests in Lao
PDR or countries sharing the Mekong River watershed). 

ACCCRN: Responding to the Urban Climate Challenge

City of Udon Thani, Thailand
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ACCCRN: National and International Partners

LEAD ORGANIZATION:

The Rockefeller Foundation: Founded in

1913, the Rockefeller Foundation supports

work around the world to expand opportuni-

ties for poor or vulnerable people and to help

ensure that globalization’s benefits are more

widely shared. The Foundation’s efforts are

overseen by an independent board of trustees

and managed by its president through a staff

drawn from scholarly, scientific, and profes-

sional disciplines. An Advisory Group of inter-

national experts provides guidance on what

project success might look like and how best to

achieve it. http://www.rockfound.org

PARTNER ORGANIZATIONS: 

Institute for Social Environmental Transi-
tion (ISET): ISET is the lead facilitation partner

working with country level partners to support

project cities through a Shared Learning Dia-

logue (SLD) process that will identify resilience-

building activities; facilitate the development of

replicable processes, methodologies, and

strategies for adapting to climate change in

urban settings; and support cities in developing

proposals and disseminating results from their

analyses in ways that inform climate adaptation

at local, national, and global levels.

http://www.i-s-e-t.org

Arup International Development: Arup is a

global consultancy with over 10,000 consult-

ants including planners, scientists, economists,

and engineers working in 37 countries. Arup is

providing technical assistance to project part-

ners. http://www.arup.com/international
development

ProVention Consortium: ProVention provides

leadership in identifying, connecting, and align-

ing with potential funding sources at country,

regional, and global levels; leveraging opportu-

nities for donor funding of ACCCRN projects;

and building linkages between ACCCRN, prac-

titioners, and donors on resilience priorities to

support the objectives of the initiative.

http://www.proventionconsortium.org

ICLEI, Local Governments for Sustainability:

ICLEI is an international association of more

than 1000 local, national, and regional govern-

ment organizations that have made a commit-

ment to sustainable development. They provide

leadership in bringing city-level work to the 

national and global levels by helping cities build

a business case for the local governments and

are assisting the country partners in Indonesia

in city-level engagement processes.

http://www.iclei.org

COUNTRY PARTNERS:

Country partners coordinate with national level

entities and assist in the identification of local

partners and coordinate city-level processes. 

For more information about how these part-

ners are participating in the ACCCRN project,

please visit the relevant country chapters. 

Vietnam

Challenge to Change 
http://www.challengetochange.org

National Institute for Science and Technol-
ogy Policy and Strategy Studies (NISTPASS)
http://www.nistpass.gov.vn

India

TARU Leading Edge
http://www.taru.org

Gorakhpur Environmental Action Group
(GEAG)
http://www.geagindia.org

Indonesia

Mercy Corps
http://www.mercycorps.org

Urban and Regional Development Institute
(URDI)
http://www.urdi.org

Thailand
Thailand Environment Institute (TEI)
http://www.tei.or.th

Asian Disaster Preparedness Center (ADPC)
http://www.adpc.net
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