
Board of Directors of AGRA and ProGRA 
 

The Boards of Directors of the Alliance for a Green Revolution in Africa (AGRA) and the 

Programs for a Green Revolution in Africa (ProGRA) will consist of representatives from 

the Rockefeller Foundation and the Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation.  

 

The Officers of AGRA and ProGRA, which will be based in Nairobi, Kenya, will initially 

be key senior staff from the Rockefeller Foundation with extensive agricultural 

experience in Africa.  

 

AGRA Board of Directors: 
 Moise Mensah*  Former Minister for Rural Development, Benin  

 Mamphela Ramphele** Chairperson, Circle Capital Ventures, Cape Town, 

South Africa 

 Strive Masiyiwa** Chief Executive Officer, Econet Wireless International, 

Johannesburg, South Africa  

 Sylvia M. Matthews*** President of Global Development,  

Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation 

 Raj Shah*** Director for Agricultural Development, Global Development,  

Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation 
 
* Public Representative 

** Rockefeller Foundation Trustees  

*** Bill and Melinda Gates Foundation Officers 

 
Interim Officers of AGRA:

 Gary Toenniessen, President.  

Currently Director, Food Security, Rockefeller Foundation  

 Akinwumi Adesina, Vice President.  
Currently, Associate Director, Food Security and Africa Regional Program,  

Rockefeller Foundation 
 
 
 



 
 
ProGRA Board of Directors:  

 Monty Jones, Executive Secretary of the Forum for Agricultural Research in 

Africa, Accra, Ghana 

 Roy Steiner, Senior Program Officer, Global Development, Bill and Melinda 

Gates Foundation 

 Nadya K. Shmavonian, Vice President, Foundation Initiatives, Rockefeller 

Foundation  

 

Interim Officers of ProGRA: 
 Peter Matlon, President.   

Currently Director, Africa Regional Program, Rockefeller Foundation 

 Joseph DeVries, Vice President.   

Currently Deputy Director, Food Security and Africa Regional Program, 

Rockefeller Foundation 

 


