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1. 
Why are local governments important 

in combating climate change?
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Cities are important in the fight global warming be cause:
• Cities are home to 50% of the world population

• By 2030, 2/3 of humanity will live in urban areas

• Up to 80% of all energy is consumed in cities

• Urban areas generate about 2/3 of all CO2 emissions with a tendency that is
increasing (generation of energy, through transportation, industrial activity and the
burning of fossil fuels and biomass in households)

• Cities, especially fast growing cities in developing countries, are highly
vulnerable to the impacts of climate change.

• Mayors and local governments, are the governance level closest to citizens
(critical when it comes to practical climate actions)

Cities and local governments are part of the climate p roblem -
But can also help to shape solutions.

Local Climate Action
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Cities have relevant competencies to help fighting c limate change
• Sustainable Urban Planning  (for mitigation and adaptation activities)

• Renewable Energy  and Energy Efficiency (local regulations, architectural
designs, etc)

• Sustainable Urban Transport  (reducing private car, improving public
transport. walking & cycling..)

• Public Procurement  of sustainable goods and services (for climate neutral
city activities)

• Local Action for biodiversity  (to improve climate protection)
• Change citizens  behaviour activities

     If genuinely empowered and resourced, local go vernments
have a large potential to achieve substantial emissi on
reductions in their local areas.

     Therefore, they are essential to ensure that glo bal and
ambitious targets of greenhouse gas emission reductio ns are
being met.

Local Climate Action
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2. 
What is the Local Government Climate Roadmap? 
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Local Government Climate Roadmap

The process
     The Local Government Climate Roadmap is a political mobilisation

process steered by local governments and that seeks to influence the

Roadmap of the UN international negotiations towards:

2007 COP13
 Bali

 

2008 COP14 
Poznan

2009 Climate talks
Bonn, Bangkok,
 Barcelona
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 The global partners

– United Cities and Local Governments (UCLG)
– Metropolis
– ICLEI – Local Governments for Sustainability (ICLEI)
– the C40 Climate Leadership Group (C40)
– World Mayors Council on Climate Change (WMCCC)

Local Government Climate Roadmap

    These organisations work in this process, in conjunction with
their regional and national associations, networks and partners.
ICLEI is facilitating the roadmap process.
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The objectives

• Local leaders lobby for a comprehensive post-2012 global
climate agreement .

• Cities and Local Governments offer partnership to Nat ional
Governments  to limit global warming.

• Recognition of the Local Government’s experiences and  role
in climate protection.

• Mobilising Leadership  in Local Climate Action.

Local Government Climate Roadmap
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The activities and regional participation

Global Activities for Global  Visibility

• Local Government “messages”  as contribution to the negotiations

• draft “COP Decision Cities and Climate Action ”

• influencing the negotiation text with LG references

Mobilisation on the National Level

• National Climate Dialogues events: local leaders meet “their”

governments: Japan, Brazil, Portugal, South Africa, South Korea,

Australia, India, Indonesia, China, Europe

 Mobilisation on the Local  Level

• Awareness raising, media, local round tables on climate change at local

and regional level, encourage cities to start Local Climate Action Plans,

mobilising local leaders to attend COP 15

Local Government Climate Roadmap
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Mr. David Cadman, President of ICLEI
addressing the Local Government Climate
Leadership Summit, June 2009,
Copenhagen

The Local Government Climate Roadmap :

• expresses the need of new multi-level
governance  for managing climate at global
level/UN

• mobilises global  issues at the local  level

• requests systematic dialogue  for
implementation between national and other
levels of government

• is one of the most comprehensive advocacy
projects of local action since LA21 in Rio and
Johannesburg Summits
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3. 
Local Governments influencing 

 International Climate Negotiations
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The UNFCCC and the Kyoto Protocol

In 1992, the United Nations Framework Convention on  Climate
Change (UNFCCC) was adopted by 192 Parties

Complemented by the 1997 Kyoto Protocol, which has 184 Parties.
–  Under this treaty, 37 industrialised countries and the EU have

committed to reducing their emissions by an average of 5% by
2012 against 1990 levels

–  Countries must first take domestic action
–  Allows to meet emission reduction commitments abroad through

”market-based mechanisms” such as CDM or JI

Post-2012 agreement to be defined in Copenhagen, De cember 2009

UNFCCC Negotiations
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©Material World

©Material World

UNFCCC Negotiations 

ICLEI and the UNFCCC Negotiations

ICLEI has Observer Status to the UNFCCC

- ICLEI can propose people to receive accreditation to a COP meeting

- ICLEI may attend and propose a local government speaker at COP  meetings

- Observers do not participate in decision-making

ICLEI acts as Constituency Focal point for Local Gov ernments and
Municipal Authorities

- ICLEI coordinates the local government observers.
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Cities and local governments in UNFCCC and Kyoto Prot ocol

• So far, cities and local governments are not recognised in the
UNFCCC and the Kyoto Protocol.
• Decisions adopted by the COP do not aim at the local
governments directly.

However, a new global climate agreement  with ambitious
reduction targets for mitigation and actions for adaptation can not
but include cooperation with subnational and local governments
given their relevant competencies.

UNFCCC Negotiations 
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1. Local Government Climate Roadmap Partners requeste d
at COP14 in Poznan, 2008:

• National Governments need to include subnational an d
local governments in the implementation of the
post-2012 Agreement , by empowering
and giving them the necessary framework conditions.

and submitted a draft  “COP decision on Cites, Local
Authorities and Climate Change”.

Influencing the UNFCCC Negotiations

   "We have gathered here in Poznan to
advocate the need for an ambitious
post-2012 climate mechanism that
should also recognise the role of cities
and local governments in climate
action.”
Municipal Commissioner Jantre of Thane,
(Mumbai metropolitan) India,
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• Cities and Local Governments:
• Represent half of the world’s population
• Consume up to 80% of the Energy
• Implement strong local climate actions
• Commit to ambitious reduction targets
• Mobilise citizens around the globe
• Offer national - local partnership to limit global warming

• Request National Governments to:
• Support strong local climate practices
• Provide enabling regulations and conditions
• Empower cities - provide capacities and resources
• Recognise local action in national climate strateg ies
• Strengthen local action through easier access to f unding

Draft text presented during the Local Government Climate Sessions in Poznan, as a parallel event to
COP 14.

Proposed draft text of a COP Decision on Cities, Loca l
Authorities and Climate Change

Influencing the UNFCCC Negotiations
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Influencing the UNFCCC Negotiations

2. Local Government Climate Roadmap Partners advocate  
national delegations at pre-COP events in 2009 at 

• Climate Talks in Bonn, April, June and August 

• Climate Talks in Bangkok, October

• Climate Talks in Barcelona, November

and had meetings with: 

• EU members France, Germany, Spain,
Czech Rep., Slovakia, Ireland,Germany, Sweden, Denma rk; 
• Switzerland, Norway 
• Australia, USA, India, Brazil, Mexico, South-Korea
• Senegal, Algeria and G77, 
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Interim results of the LG Climate Roadmap process

More than 100 references in UN negotiation text 15 September 2009
• Shared vision on long term cooperative actions
• Enhanced action on adaptation
• Enhanced action on mitigation
• Enhanced action on financing, technology, capacity building

Next steps

• Safeguarding preliminary references in Bangkok, Barcelo na,
Copenhagen

• Draft COP decision

Influencing the UNFCCC Negotiations
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3. During COP15 in Copenhagen, December 2009

Local Government Climate LOUNGE
7 -19 December 2009
in COP15 Building

Copenhagen Climate Summit for Mayors
co-organised with ICLEI and C40
14-17 December 2009
in Copenhagen City Hall

Influencing the UNFCCC Negotiations
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Thank you for your attention!Thank you for your attention!

     Local Government Climate Roadmap     Local Government Climate Roadmap

      Email:  climate-roadmap@iclei.org

      Web: www.iclei.org/climate-roadmap


