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President, The Rockefeller Foundation 2005 – present 

President Emerita, University of Pennsylvania 

 
 

Judith Rodin is president of The Rockefeller Foundation, one of the world’s leading 

philanthropic organizations (www.rockfound.org), a position she has held since March 2005.  

She was previously president of the University of Pennsylvania, and is the former provost of 

Yale University. 

 

The Rockefeller Foundation supports work that promotes equitable growth and strengthens 

resilience to social, economic and physical challenges—affirming its pioneering philanthropic 

mission since 1913 to promote the well-being of humanity. Dr. Rodin is the first woman to serve 

as the Foundation's president in its nearly 100-year history. During her first three years at the 

Foundation, Dr. Rodin recalibrated the Foundation’s focus for the 21st century, launching major 

initiatives around the world to bolster resilience to climate change in poor communities, 

strengthen global health systems, catalyze the field of impact investing, mobilize an agricultural 

revolution in Africa and shape smarter, more sustainable transportation policies in the United 

States. The Foundation’s systems-based approach is enabling innovative solutions to the world’s 

most pressing problems, with a specific focus on basic survival safeguards such as secure food, 

water, housing, and infrastructure; global health including accessible, affordable, high-quality 

health services and systems; environment and climate change including sustainable growth and 

climate change resilience; urbanization, including solutions for fast-growing cities; and social 

and economic security. 

 

A widely recognized international leader in academia, science and global development, Dr. 

Rodin has actively participated in influential global forums, including the World Economic 

Forum, Clinton Global Initiative and the United Nations General Assembly. Under her 

leadership, the Foundation served as a founding sponsor of the Clinton Global Initiative. Dr. 

Rodin is also a member of the African Development Bank’s High Level Panel, a Board member 

of the Alliance for a Green Revolution in Africa (co-created by The Rockefeller Foundation).   

http://www.rockfound.org/
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When Dr. Rodin was named president of the University of Pennsylvania in 1994, she was the 

first woman named to lead an Ivy League institution, and the first Penn graduate to serve as its 

president. At Penn, Dr. Rodin presided over an unprecedented decade of growth and progress 

that transformed the institution, its campus, and community while taking the university from 16
th

 

to fourth in U.S. News and World Report national rankings. Under her leadership, Penn doubled 

its research funding, tripled both its annual fundraising and the size of its endowment, and 

attracted record numbers of undergraduate applicants including its most selective classes in 

history. The University also engineered a comprehensive, internationally acclaimed 

neighborhood revitalization program in West Philadelphia.   

 

Dr. Rodin was trained as a research psychologist and was one of the pioneers of the behavioral 

medicine and health psychology movements. After completing her Ph.D. at Columbia 

University in 1970, she joined the faculty of New York University as an assistant professor of 

psychology. She moved to Yale in 1972, launching a 22-year career at the University.  She was 

promoted to associate professor in 1975, named a full professor of psychology in 1979, and 

added the title of professor of medicine and psychiatry, under the School of Medicine, in 1985.  

Prior to her appointment as Yale’s provost in 1992, she served two years as chair of the 

department of psychology and one year as dean of the Graduate School of Arts and Sciences.  

 

At Yale, Dr. Rodin earned an international reputation as both a pioneer of the women’s health 

movement and one of the early psychologists to master both the biological and psychological 

factors that lead to obesity.  From 1983 to 1993, she chaired an international research network 

studying health-promoting and health-damaging behavior for the John D. and Catherine T. 

MacArthur Foundation.  Dr. Rodin’s research also contributed to the understanding of aging by 

demonstrating that elderly people who are given control over their environment are more active, 

healthier, and live longer than those who are consigned to helplessness.  

 

In recognition of her scientific achievements, Dr. Rodin served on President Clinton’s 

Committee of Advisors on Science and Technology and is a member of several leading 

academic societies, including the American Academy of Arts and Sciences, the American 

Philosophical Society, and the Institute of Medicine of the National Academy of Sciences. She 

has authored of more than 200 academic articles and chapters, and has written or co-written 12 

books, including her most recent, The University & Urban Renewal: Out of the Ivory Tower and 

Into the Streets (University of Pennsylvania Press, 2007). Dr. Rodin has also been featured in 

numerous publications and books over her career, including recently in Tom Brokaw’s volume, 

Boom! Voices of the Sixties: Personal Reflections on the '60s and Today (Random House, 

2007). 

 

Dr. Rodin has been the recipient of 18 honorary doctorate degrees and numerous additional 

honors. In 2004, she received both the prestigious Philadelphia Award and the William Penn 

Awards for her “commitment to elevating the economy of West Philadelphia and the quality of 

life for its residents; for her leadership roles in galvanizing Philadelphia's higher education 

institutions in order to keep the region's brightest graduates here, and for promoting the region as 

a high-tech business location.” In 2006, she was awarded the Pennsylvania Society’s Gold Medal 

for Distinguished Achievement, which is bestowed upon “a prominent person in recognition of 

leadership, citizenship and contributions to the arts, science, education and industry,” and 
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became the first person ever receive all three of these major Pennsylvania honors. Dr. Rodin has 

been named one of Crain's 50 Most Powerful Women in New York list three years in a row and 

has also been recognized as one of Forbes Magazine's World's 100 Most Powerful Women in 

2011, and the National Association of Corporate Directors' (NACD's) 2011 Directorship 100, in 

recognition of her work promoting the highest standards of corporate governance. 

 

EDUCATION 
University of Pennsylvania, Philadelphia, A.B., 1966, Psychology  

Columbia University, New York, Ph.D. 1970, Psychology 

University of California, Irvine, 1971 (Summer), NSF Postdoctoral Fellow, Neurobiology for 

Social Scientists 

 

 

PROFESSIONAL CAREER 

2005-  President, The Rockefeller Foundation 

2004 -    President Emerita, University of Pennsylvania 

1994-2004         President, University of Pennsylvania 

2000-2007   Fox Leadership Professor, University of Pennsylvania 

1994-2007 Professor of Psychology, School of Arts and Sciences,  

    University of Pennsylvania 

1994-2007 Professor of Medicine and Psychiatry, School of Medicine,  

    University of Pennsylvania 

1992-1994 Provost, Yale University 

1991-1992 Dean of the Graduate School of Arts and Sciences, Yale University 

1989-1991 Chair, Department of Psychology, Yale University 

1985-1994 Professor of Medicine and Psychiatry, Yale University 

1984-1994 Philip R. Allen Professor of Psychology, Yale University 

1983-1993 Chair, the John D. and Catherine T. MacArthur Foundation Research Network 

on Determinants and Consequences of Health-Promoting and Health-Damaging 

Behavior. 

1982-1989 Director, Health Psychology Training Program, Yale University 

1979-1983 Professor of Psychology, Yale University 

1982-1989 Director of Graduate Studies, Department of Psychology, Yale University 

1975-1979 Associate Professor of Psychology, Yale University 

1972-1975 Assistant Professor of Psychology, Yale University 

1970-1972 Assistant Professor of Psychology, New York University 

 

 

AWARDS 

Sackler Center First Award, 2012  

Tulane University President’s Medal, 2012  

The Academy for Eating Disorders Global Impact Award, 2008 

Pennsylvania Society Gold Medal for Distinguished Achievement, 2006 

APA Distinguished Outstanding Lifetime Contribution to Psychology, 2005 

Philadelphia Award, 2004 

William Penn Award, 2004 
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The Pennsylvania Women’s Campaign Fund (PWCF) 2004 Seneca Award  

Bellwether Medal, 2004 

University of Pennsylvania Alumni Award of Merit, 2004 

School of Arts and Sciences Distinguished Alumni Award, 2004 

Enterprise Awards Legend Award, 2003 

LD Access Foundation Lifetime Commitment Award 2003 

Philadelphia Public Relations Association Gold Medal Award 2003 

National Women’s Law Center Award, 2002 

Visiting Nurses Association Caring Award, 2002 

The Beacon Award, The Trustees Council of Penn Women, 2001 

Comcast Newsmakers of the Year Education Award, 2001 

Distinguished Daughters of Pennsylvania Award, 2000 

National Institute of Social Sciences Annual Gold Medal Award, 2000 

Sara Lee Frontrunner Award, 1999 

Second Annual Women’s Health Heroes Awards, American Health for Women, 1998 

Pennsylvania Honor Roll of Women, 1995 

The Glass Ceiling Award, American Red Cross, 1995 

Woman of Inspiration Award, American Anorexia Bulimia Association, 1995 

21st Century Award, The International Alliance, 1995 

The 33rd Annual Golden Plate Award, American Academy of Achievement, 1994 

AAUW Achievement Award, 1994 

Wilbur Lucius Cross Medal, Yale Graduate School Alumni Association, 1992 

Distinguished Publication Award, Association for Women in Psychology, 1991 

Distinguished Creative Contribution Award to Gerontology, Gerontological Society of 

    America, 1987 

Outstanding Health Psychology Contribution Award, Division 38, American  

    Psychological Association, 1980 

Distinguished Scientific Award for an Early Career Contribution to Psychology,  

    American Psychological Association, 1977   

AIR Creative Talents Dissertation Award, 1970 

 

 

ELECTIVE ACADEMIC HONORS  

American Philosophical Society 

American Academy of Arts and Sciences 

Institute of Medicine (National Academy of Sciences) 

Connecticut Academy of Science and Engineering 

Fellow, American Psychological Association, Division 8, 9, 38 

Fellow, Academy of Behavioral Medicine Research 

Fellow, American Association for the Advancement of Science (AAAS) 

Fellow, Society of Behavioral Medicine 

American Psychosomatic Society 

Society of Experimental Social Psychology 

New York Academy of Sciences 

Sigma Xi 

Phi Beta Kappa 
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FELLOWSHIPS 

John Simon Guggenheim Foundation Fellow, 1986-87 

Yale University Junior Faculty Fellow, 1974-75 

Columbia University Distinguished Faculty Fellow, 1967-70 

Woodrow Wilson Fellow, 1966-67 

 

TRUSTEE/BOARD ACTIVITIES 

 

Corporate 

Citigroup, 2004- 

  Chair, Public Affairs Committee 

Comcast Corporation, 2002- 

  Presiding Director and Chair, Compensation Committee 

  Member, Audit Committee 

AMR Corporation, 1997-  

  Member, Compensation Committee 

  Member, Diversity Committee 

Aetna, Inc., 1995-2005 

  Chair, Medical Affairs Committee 

  Member, Investment Committee 

  Member, Executive Committee 

  Member, Compensation and Organization Committee 

Electronic Data Systems Corporation, 1996-2005 

  Member, Nominating and Governance Committee  

  Member, Compensation and Benefits Committee 

Trustee of the BlackRock Funds, 2001-2004 

  Member, Audit Committee 

Young & Rubicam, Inc., 1999-2000 

  Member, Audit Committee 

Air Products Board of Directors, Allentown, PA, 1993-1996  

  Chair, Audit Committee 

       Member, Finance Committee 

New York Stock Exchange, Inc., Nominating Committee, 1998-2000 

 

Scientific/Academic 

American Philosophical Society, 1994- 

       Member, Nominating Committee, 2004-2007 

American Red Cross Chairman’s Cabinet, 2003-2004 

America Reads Steering Committee of Presidents, 1997-1999 

Council on Competitiveness, 1997- 

Executive Committee, Association of American Universities, 1996-2002 

Chair, Council of Presidents, Universities Research Association, 1994-95 

Chair, Advisory Committee to The Robert Wood Johnson Foundation in monitoring its grant in  

       support of the Partnership For A Drug Free America, 1994-96 

Institute of Medicine Council, 1993-95 
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National Academy of Sciences Government-University-Industry Research Round  

       Table, 1993-95 

Chair, Institute of Medicine Planning Panel on "Issues in the Inclusion of Women in Clinical  

       Trials", 1991. 

President, Society of Behavioral Medicine, 1990-91 

Institute of Medicine Panel on National Research Agenda for Aging, 1989-91 

Executive Committee, American Association for the Advancement of Science,  

        Section J, 1988-92 

Board of Directors, Academy of Behavioral Medicine Research, 1987-89 

President, Sigma Xi, Yale Chapter, 1986-87 

Membership Committee, Institute of Medicine, 1983-87; Chair Social Science Section 

President, Eastern Psychological Association, 1982-83; Board of Directors, 1980-82 

President, Division of Health Psychology (38) American Psychological Association, 1982-83 

Clinical Applications and Prevention Advisory Committee, National Heart, Lung 

       and Blood Institute, 1980-84 

Scientific Advisor for the Health Program, John D. & Catherine T. MacArthur Foundation,  

       1979-83 

Vice Chair, Institute of Medicine Panel on Health and Behavior:  A Research Agenda, 1979 

Board of Scientific Affairs, American Psychological Association, 1979-82 

Secretary-Treasurer, Society of Experimental Social Psychology, 1978-80 

Executive Committee, Division 8, American Psychological Association, 1976-78 

James McKeen Cattell Award Committee, American Psychological Society 

National Academy of Sciences (NRC) Committee on Substance Abuse and Habitual  

       Behavior, 1976-82.  Executive Committee, 1979-82 

Chair, NIH-Fogarty Center Task Force to establish priorities for research in obesity, 1976-78 

Editorial and Policy Planning Committee for Obesity, John E. Fogarty 

       International Center for Advanced Study in Health Sciences (NIH) 1974-76  

 

Public Service 

White House Council for Community Solutions, 2010- 

Cooper Union Board of Trustees, 2010-2011 

United States Artists, 2009-2011 

Carnegie Hall Board of Trustees, 2006- 

World Trade Center Memorial Foundation, 2005- 

Schuylkill River Development Corporation, 2003-2009 

Innovation Philadelphia Board of Directors, Chair 2001-2005 

American Association of Universities, Executive Committee, 2002-2004 

Knowledge Industry Partnership Board of Directors, Chair 2002-2004 

Greater Philadelphia College and University Presidents, Chair 2001-2004 

Brookings Institution Board of Trustees, 1995-2004 

  Member, Nominations Committee, 2001-2004 

  Honorary Trustee 2004-2006 

Catalyst Board of Directors, New York, NY, 1994 – 2006 

Greater Philadelphia First Board of Directors, 1995-2002 

Philadelphia Chamber of Commerce, Executive Committee, 1994 -2004 

Monell Chemical Senses Center Board of Directors, 1994-1996 



 

 7 

International Life Sciences Institute Board of Directors, 1993 - 1995 

Yale-New Haven Hospital Board of Directors, 1992-1994 

University of New Haven Trustee, 1992-1994 

New Haven Symphony Orchestra Board of Directors, 1990-1992 

### 


